[Reconstructive surgery in a case of aneurysm of the ascending aorta and aortic valve insufficiency].
The authors report the case of a young patient with an aneurysm of the ascending aorta and moderate aortic incompetence, who underwent a conservative operation at our institution. Dilatation of the sinotubular junction, particularly at the level of the non-coronary sinus of the aortic valve with loss of coaptation between the corresponding leaflet and the two coronary leaflets, was identified at the time of surgery as major cause of valve insufficiency. During surgery, the dilated ascending aorta and pathologic aortic sinus were replaced with a 26 Hemashield prosthesis tailored according to the David guidelines. An intraoperative post-repair transesophageal echo exam showed that the aortic valve appeared to be working competently. The post-operative course was uneventful and at one year, an echographic check of the aortic valve showed that it was fully competent, with normal leaflet motion. Conservative surgery can be a good option in selected patients with ascending aortic aneurysm and aortic valve insufficiency.